Dear Paul 


5 / 6/85 

I've delayed responding to your 4/25 until I felt like going to the basement ;md 
retrieving and rereading 89-45-2381 and all of the records involved in the one misused 
in the Anderson column but I've not felt up to it and don't today. Recently I’ve been 
more unsteady and tired and I’m tliat way' now. I take your desert ;tion of the cited 
record, having no recollection of it, and if that is the way you want to use it I 
don't object and won't look it up again. However, I have the strongest possible 
objections to your wild and really sick interpretation, even from the column , of 
that record. I think I have a copy in my office and if I do I'll enclose it. 

Is there nothing for you except Lif ton' s untenable and quite hurtful fabrication? 
Did you check out any of the things of which I informed you? Are all of you conspiracy 
theorists so lustful for a solution that you have abandoned your intelligences? Is there 
no fact, no reason that intrudes? 

The context of the LBJ desire for hoover to do a book is as explicit in all the 
records as could bo expected and there is not only no reference to Lifton, there is 
not even what you could contort into a hint. It is, quite explicitly, to respond 
to the books, as t e date alone should have indicated to you. You also should recall 
that LBJ asked JEH for backgrounds on us fof that has been disclosed. 

You refer to a single "lifton hypothesis" that then was "floating around" 
among critics. Are you that ashamed of the others, whicli he articulated? The Brown 
& Soot hypothesis? The papier macho tree hypothesis? Ho Joan Valjean theory? And 
what about his representation as other than a theory that the week before the 
assassination LBJ and Dulles — no, make it LBJ and Rusk — met clandestinely around 
Texas to plot the crime? If LBJ was priby to Lif ton's theories and sufficiently moved 
by them do you think he’d have ignored the one- no, make that two — involving him? 

I address you with vigor in the hope of getting through to you and getting you 
to think instead of reacting in hope and longing, perhaps from emotion. This kind of 
think, as you should have observed in disclosed records, has been more hurtful to us 
than any one other thing. And the more attention it gets, the more it hurts. All the 
official finkery has to do is grab onto one mistake and puff it up. And at each and 
every stop all the basics of Lifton ’s published theory is completely untenable and 
to his knowledge was when he wrote it. I asked him about but one the last tine he 
phoned, how his time reconstruction permitted no time for the taking of tine Zrays and 
pix. He said there was plenty of time. I asked how and of all thinks, he replied that 
according to the radiologist they didn't cut the body until at least 10 p.m. Ho work 
on the corpse before then! 

In your interest, but without expectation of reaching you when you can stretch 
as you now do to accredit the unspeakable Lifton, and from recollection only, which 
I’m sure will not be inclusive, I want you to address some facts as opposed to this 
particular Lifton concoctions McHugh is not the only JIK person who was on All An 
Dallas aid with the corpse when LBJ was sworn in, so using him alone is wrong and 
deliberately dishonest. (And he has refuted Lifton besides.) Are all those many others 
also conspirators? Bobby Kennedy was on the plane before any other door was or could 
have been opened and he rushed to the corpse. Is he also a conspirator? There were 
thousand;-, of people close to and looking at the off side of the plane at Andrews 
when lifton alleges the corpse was removed there. Here all those alleged conspirators 
and the corpse invisible to the thouscuids looking on through the closeby fans©, chain- 
link? You knn < that the second chopper carried the military honor guard and the 
WH one took LBJ away, so explain the use of the second chopped to spirit the corpge 
to Walter Reed when it in fact wont to ^ethesda, as the M$W records he and I got both 
leave without question. He cites * a nchdster but omits what Manchester reported, that 
the second ambulance was dispatched with a cardiologist in fear that LBJ might have 
another heart attack. And although there is not even acceptable fiction to Ills second 



ambulonce=¥alter Heed iddnapping theory, please toll me how it got through tho back 
gate that was closed, locked and without an attendant as one of the emergency 
security provision instituted as soon as it was known that tho corp30 was going 
there. Which I suppose was while API was still airbom. 

Shore is more sense to a flat-world theory than to Lifton's yet you remain 
hungup on it, without once confronting any fact. It has more self-destructs built 
in than I’ve noted above, but until you can destroy each of the above you’ll be 
well advised, if you have any regard for your personal reputation, to forget 
theories and stick to facts. 


As best I recall I've had only two reasons for asking you not to use what I’ve 
sent. One is the expectation of being able to carry something further and the other 
is to diminish the harm to us all from utter nonsense. Trying to wipe out all the fact 
to enshrine the evil Lifton. i worse than nonsense, but if you can bring yourself 
to do it, do anything you want with the enclosed copy that, I repeat, is only part 
of what was disclosed. I made this copy from the copy of tho copy I sent to 
and he was not interested in the rest. However, you ought remember very well that 
as of tho time in question there was e ormous attention to what Epstein and I had 
said, beginning with a major Post story. There were major reviews of what B'pstein 
said about the autopsy (including his theory that is at least as good, as any of 
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trees and Brown & Hoot tunnels to open skies for aonoxisting choppers and magic 
ambulances to go through strong and looked gates. 

Is it not enough for you that the President of tho I|nited States (who became 
President only vie. thin assassination) wanted his FBI Director to write a book 
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critical books? Xcu would diminish t;d^ to make something of 


iPaul, Paul, stand back and er&mine into your state of indnu in all 
some that proceeded it. Does tills represent the working of your mind? 
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Koro ploas.-nt is what would, I’m sure, have been enjoyable to your first girl, 
our adventure in getting just-hatched mallard ducklings out of the swinnaiag pool. 
When the local dogs do not break up tho duck's nest she takas her duckling to the 
pool. Hot the pond, from which they can got out easily, but over a concrete wall 
then cannot. From prior experience I know what to do. I have a large pointed sheet 
of plywood that must cover with something not slide. We put boards in the pool, 
with corn on those boards, they can get out of the water then when they must, an d 


they eat, and today, for the: first time, they left without being driven out. Which 
is not a.ll that easy when they are in 800 square foot of water and swim woll at 
birth. Aid follow mama away from cpople. In tine their sharp toenails told thorn they 
wouldn't slip on the large towel over the plywood and they followed mama out. ’Tow 
she'll take them to the stream, whore they’ll find natural food and go dowrMil with 
it, to tho large pond in Frederick where they convene and are fed until they ah grace 
again. (Some don't migrate but our pair does, to return every spring.) Good thing I 
had no other work to do on this today! s b±ch reminds me: sunbathing ia not healthy, 
I've had one cancerous growth rcoovgfijp checkup up today, many prec.ncerous burned off, 
one tricky now one to watch, and tho doctor says it is from the accmulation of 
exposure to th.e sun. 'ft too years to catch up sometimes, so start being careful now! 


Bout, 
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MEMO TO: MR. TOLSON 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY;. 

MEETING WITH JUSTICE FQRTAS, 2 p.m. 10/7/66 ■ 

AND REQUEST FOR DIRECTOR TO WRITE BOOK 

raised by critics with respect to the differences as shown in the 
autopsy between the FBI reports and the final conclusion of the 
Warren Commission. I told Justice Fortas this would be brought 
to the Director’s attention and I felt certain the Director 
would be agreeable to the issuance of a statement in this regard 
so long as the statement pertains to this one point. 

* o 

I brought up the subject of Harold Reis with Justice 
Fortas. After outlining to him the fact that Reis was undoubtedly 
responsible for any misunderstanding which had arisen between the 
Department and the FBI, Justice Fortas interrupted me and said 
he had known Reis for many years and dislikeihim intensely ever 
since he, Justice Fortas, had represented the Puerto P.ican Govern- 
ment in dealings for the United States. He stated Reis had stuck 
a knife in his back on more than one occasion. Justice Fortas 
stated in one instance he had told former Attorney General 
Katzenbach in President Johnson's presence of the fact that Reis 
had a very brazen, undesirable personality and that Katzenbach 
should get rid of him. Fortas asked me to tell this fact to 
Ramsey Clark the next time I see Clark. I will, of course, do 
that this afternoon. 

Pursuant to the Director's instructions, we are 
preparing a statement in line with the President's and Justice 
Fortas' request. 


Respectfully, 
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